Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners

PROCLAMATION

A PROCLAMATION TO DECLARE MAY FOSTER CARE MONTH IN KALAMAZOO
COUNTY

WHEREAS, Recognizing May as Foster Cate Month in the State of Michigan is an
oppottunity to raise awareness about the challenges of youth in the foster care system and to
encourage legislators to implement policy to improve the lives of youth with experience in foster care;

WHEREAS, National Foster Cate Month was established over 25 years ago to bring foster
cate issues to the forefront of our minds, highlight the importance of permanency for every child; and

recognize the essential role that foster parents, social workers, and advocates have in the lives of
children throughout the United States;

WHEREAS, All children desetve a safe, loving, and permanent home and the primary goal of
the foster care system is to ensure the safety and well-being of children while working to provide a
safe, loving, and permanent home for each child;

WHEREAS, In Michigan thete are approximately 10,000 children living in foster care and as
of Match 2023, 396 in Kalamazoo County, and approximately 3,800 youth entered the foster care
system in Michigan, and 41% live in a non-relative foster home and remain in care for an average of
18 months;

WHEREAS, 28.5% of Michigan youth in foster care experienced three or more placements.
Placement changes distupt education, routines, extended family connections and familiar
surroundings;

WHEREAS, Childten of color are more likely to stay in the foster care system for longer
periods of time and are less likely to be reunited with their biological families;

WHEREAS, In 2021, 643 youth emancipated or “aged out” of foster care in Michigan without
a permanent legal connection to an adult or family. 25% of these youth had been in care for 3 or more
yeats;

WHEREAS, Many youth in foster cate are at tisk of aging out of foster care in Michigan and
youth who age out of the foster care system lack the security, resources, and support of a biological
ot adoptive family and struggle to obtain affordable housing, pursue higher education, and acquire
adequate employment;



WHEREAS, Kalamazoo County has a strong desite to support our most vulnerable
populations to thrive and contribute to making Michigan a vibrant community for all;

WHEREAS, The members of the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners support
efforts to establish relationships with agencies and community organizations to improve outcomes for
young people with experience in foster care; now, therefore, be it

Proclaimed, That the Kalamazoo County Board of Commissioners proclaims the Month of May
in Kalamazoo County as Foster Care Month;

Proclaimed, That all citizens in Kalamazoo County are encouraged to recognize the needs of
our youth in foster care and the unique challenges that they face.

Adopted: May 16, 2023

Moved Wheeler
Seconded Rey

Roll Call Vote: Yes (9): Deleeuw, Gisler, Heppler, Mazer, Morales, Rey, Strebs, Taylor,
Wheeler; No (0): None; Abstains (0): None; Absent (0): None
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STATE OF MICHIGAN )
. )SS
COUNTY OF KALAMAZOO )

I, Meredith Place, the duly qualified and acting Cletk of Kalamazoo County, Michigan (the
“County”) do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the resolution adopted
by the Board of Commissioners at the meeting held on May 16, 2023. Public notice of said meeting
was given pursuant to and in compliance with Act No. 267 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1976,
as amended.

IN WITNESS WHEREFORE, I have hereunto affixed by signature this 17th Day of May,

Wl Aiee_

Meredith Place
County Clerk/Register of Deeds
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